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SPECIAL -- NOTE TO EDITORS: This is an extra release to be held as
reserve and used when or if & regular release is delayed in
the mails. It is a companlon plece to the recent extra
reserve column dealing with the foremost forelgn ambassadors
in Vashington. Both columns, 1in their quick appralsals of
personalities supply valuable morgue material.

THE WASHINGTON MERRY-GO-ROUND
(Trademark)

By Drew Pearson and Robert S. Allen
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THE SLOW MERRY.GO-ROUND OF THE DIPLOMATS IN THE DEPARTHENT OF STATE;
CORDELL HULL, BENIGN AND KIWDLY, STRONG ON IDEAS, WEAK ON EXECUTION:
UNDER SECRETARY PHILLIPS, STRONG ON EXECUTION, LACKING IN INITIATIVE;
HOW SUMNER WELLES AND THE REST ARE HANDLING AMERICA'S FOREIGHN PROBLENS.

WASHINGTON -- For almost ene year Cordell Hull's State Depart-
ment has been keeping 1its nose to the ground, doing as little as possible
aﬁd doing 1t as quletly as possible.

‘ This reticence followed the terrible fiasco af the London |
Economic Conference and all the ballyhoo of preparihg for it in Washington

But now our diplomats have decided 1t is safe to poke their
noses above ground and; like the groundhog, are showing themselves
occaslonally, At last, Mres Hull's reciprocity treaties have begun to
take shape, and, a working agreement between France and Britain makes
Germany's return to'the disarhament discussions possible,

Japan once again has reared its head in China. Another abortive
naval conference looms on the horizon. Cuba and Mexico retaln thelr |
status as perennial problems. |

All of these problems are being handled by one of a unique
collection of diplomats, the most cosmopolitan ever assembled under any
Administration. Here 1s & look-see at some of them,

CORDELL HULL came into office with the opportunity of being the
most outstanding Secretary of State in recent yearss So far, however,
he has been a blank and an enigma. He has a benign manner, a kindly
disposition, an unconquerablé inablility t0>expresé himself on any one
polnt in less than a thousand words, and the vindictiveness of the
Tennessee mountaln clans from which he sprang,

His ideas are superb, his execution atrocious.

Secretary Hull lives on the memories of the Pan-American Con-

Terence at Montevideo, where he was a hero. And any ambassador who comes
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to see him finds the conversatlon, sooner or later, drifting around to
"the spirit of Montevideo".
Most ambessadors, however, do not come to see Mr. Hull.
They find him too loquaciouse Whén‘they want something done, they see
Under-Secretary Phillips or, on Latin-American affalrs, Sumner Welles.
WILLIAM PHILLIPS, Under Secretary of State, is an accomplished
diplomat. His clothes are wellwcut, his tles, shirt and handkerchiefs
harmonize, his voice is soft and agreeable.. He can say nothing in several
languages. Phillips' chief characteristic 1s to take no responsibility
under any circumstances. “When he says, "I don't know", the cadences of
his voice vary accoréing to wh@thor he 1is Anting Becretary of State or

Just the Under Secretary.

Of human passions he shows nothing. Whatever feeling he may
have are carefully suppressed by the dignity of his office.

While this fear of responsibility makes him incapable of
showing any initiative, he 1s an excellent executive., There are few men
in the State Department who can take orders with the same precision,
and execute them as punctiliously.

SUMVER WELLES, Assistant Secretary of State, 1s the most
forthright executive in the State Department, He has under his
suzerainty the twenty republics of L&tin—America, and the path in front
of his door i1s worn with their goings aﬁd comingse Despite a conserva-
tive —- almoét Toxry -- background, Welles 1s a liberal and is opposed
to championing the rights of American bankers and big corporations in
the Western Hemisbhere, whose destinles in part he controlss |

He sold President Roosevelt on the "good neighbor' policy,
and, when 1t comes to Latin-American affairs, he is the State Department.
Certainlx Mre Hull would not think of o?eréruling him, and on most
policles this also épplies to the President.

WILBUR JOHN CARR, the oldest Assistant Secretary of State, is
the only man in the Department who has worked his way up from a clerk-
ghip to a position of major importances For nineteen years he supported
an 1lnvalid wife on an infinitesimal salary and rose from Clerk to Chief
Clerk, then to Director of the Consular Bureau. His wife died, and seven
years later he married again, this time to a lady of wealth, Wealth is
the first requisite of success in the State Department and from that time

on Carr was mades
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Carr has not only wealth but experience and & reasonable amount
of brains. The result is that he runs most of the administrative bureaus
of the State Department and runs them falrly well. He 18 slow, meticulou
to the last T, and has & habit of getting his desk plled so high with
papers that the Under Secretary of Btate once ordered him to clean them
off. He 18 cursed from every side. It is Carr here and Carr there,

and Carr's to blame for anything happening anywhere, but 1f he passed out
of the plcture the State Department would look years befors it could

replace him:

JOSEPH CLARK GREW, American Ambassador to Tokyo, has recovered
from the blight cast upon his reputation as Under BSecretary of State, and
is now ranked as one of the ablest of career men. A wealthy descendant
of the Boston Cabots, related by marriage to the House of Morgan, Grew
prepared for a diplomatic career by tiger shooting in Manchurile, elephant
hunting in Indla, end a clerkship in the American Consulate in Cailro at
the age of twenty~four. :

As Under Secretary of State, Grew was in constant hot water
but as Ambassador to Japan he has handled a delicate diplomatic situafion
with consummate tact and skill.

HAL SEVIER was appointed by Jim Farle{ to be Ambassador to
Chile, and the State Department has been rogret.1%§ it ever since.
Sevier's qualifications for office were the fact that his wife was a
member of the Democratic National Committee from Texas, and that he had
antagonized various Chileans while serving in that ocountry as the repre-
sentative of George Cree}, during the World War., Before hils appointe
ment, Sevier's name wae not listed in "Who's Who", though his wife's was.
Following his appointment, his wife's sketch has been removed and his
inserted.

ALEXANDER W. WEDDELL has spent a lifetime in the Consular
Service and was not elevated to the gmportant post of American Ambassador
to Argentina until after he had married a wealthy Ste Louis wldow and
contributed heavily to the Democr:tic Party. His wife he met while she
‘was on & world crulse snd he was Consul General at Calcuttas

Weddell has come in for indirect State Department censure on
various occasions, one of them being when he arrived from Argentine to
describe Roosevelt as a "mystic", and to predict that Argentina would
gell wheat to the United States. The last thing the Roosevelt Administrs-
tion wanted the American farmer to think was that the domestic market
would be invaded by Argentinae '

NELSON JOHNSON, American Minister to China, 1s one of the few
men in the career service who has reached the top without having hls path
plentifully Jubricated with money. Johnson lives only on his salary, and
now that, after forty years of bachelordom, he has married he must live
as meagerly as the Chinese. He has spent some twenty years among the
latter, but, unlike most people who have been close to the yellow race,
he has not soured on them. , .

Before leaving for China to become Minister, a friend showed
Johnson a toy aireplane which looped the loog, dipped and circled auto-
matically. Johnson was a8 pleased a8 & small boye A few days later
when the friend went back to the s tore to get another plane, the dealer
was sold outs He explalned that the new Minister to ina had purchased
his entire stocke

Johnson apprecisted the Chinese sense of humor, He was pre-
paring for his new Job,

MICHAEL liC DERMOTT, Chief of the Division of Current Informatlor
is an amieble Irishman, nalve and idealistic enough to believe that the
Hand of God guides the Beoretary of State, whioch makes him suffer inward
agonles in dealing with agnostic newspaper men, Desplte the fact, that
under the New Deal some fifty or more skllled reporters have been hired
by the Government to disseminate news to the press, McDermott remains
probably the most efficlent press relations officer of them all.
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