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by Wendy Johnson

-Montgomery County Gays had a spe-
cial reason for rejoicing at last weekend’s
fourth annual Pride Day celebration,
sponsored by the county-based Gay and
Lesbian Interests Consortium (GLIC).

“We're here to celebrate victory,” said
Sue Zloth, chair of Montgomery Pride
1996, held at Lake Needwood Park in
Rockville, Md. GLIC this year honored
Montgomery County activists Bonnie J.
Berger and Larry Jacobs, co-founders of
the Coalition to End Prejudice in Our
Schools, which worked over the past year
to secure civil rights protections for Gays
within the Montgomery County public
schools.

Gay activists, though unsuccessful in
convincing state lawmakers to add sexual
orientation to the state’s civil rights laws,
did succeed in Montgomery County,
where the Montgomery County Board of
Education on March 25 voted unani-
mously to add sexual orientation to the
schools’ 27-year-old human relations
policy.

“There 1s much to celebrate this year,”
said Berger, accepting her award. Berger
warned there are still “folks opposed [to
the pro-Gay policy] who are running
their mouths off” in the media and said
that some anti-Gay activists continue to
hand out anti-Gay literature at Metro sta-
tions.

“If you see them, ask them if they have
a permit,” she said. “If they don’t, report
them to the Metro police. And remember
to support the school board people when
they are running in elections.”

Jacobs was not present to receive his
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award but later told a reporter, “It’s time
we become willing to stand up for young
Gays and Lesbians, and say, ‘Hey, we
went through this when we were young,
and 1t wasn’t right.” [Young Gays]
shouldn’t have to endure the same hard-
ships.”

Gay men, Lesbians, bisexuals, and
transgender people mingled throughout
the shady picnic area on Sunday, trans-
forming the wooded area into a safe Gay
space where folks cuddled with their
lovers, their children, and in some cases,
their dogs.

“I love days like thls' I love Pride
days!” said Kay Haga, 31, of German-
town. Working on her summer tan, Haga
lay sprawled on a cream-colored blanket
near the front gate of the Pride ground. “I
was 1n there earlier listening to music and
walking around,” she said. Haga, like
many others at the event, said she regards
Montgomery Pride as “an appetizer” to
the D.C. Lesbian and Gay Freedom Festi-
val, scheduled for Sunday, June 9. “If
D.C. Pride 1s Christmas, then this 1s
Thanksgiving,” she said. Pointing out the
high number of women milling about,
Haga said she carefully situated her blan-
ket “in the best possible place to ‘babe-
watch’.”

Zloth said 1,000 people attended thlS
year, 250 more than last year.

“A lot of mainstream newspapers men-
tioned us in their calendar sections,” she
said. “That really helped. I think it drew a
lot of people who had never come be-
tore.”

Although the day attracted mostly
women, the event attracted “a whole al-

phabet soup” of people, said Zloth, in-
cluding Gay and bisexual men, transgen-
ders, heterosexuals, children, and a smat-
tering of dogs (complete with rainbow
collars).

“I've seen a few teachers here today,”
said Jill Karpf, who staffed a table for the
Gay, Lesbian, Straight Teachers Net-
work. “That’s pretty good, because most
teachers are still fearful for their job.
Many still don’t know that the schools’
[human relations] policy protects them,

t0o.”
In addition tc vendor tables that sold

everything from rainbow candles and
freedom rings to baseball hats and jewel-
ry, the event also featured food, non-al-

Montgomery County Gays celebrate victory’

Three women enjoy Montgomery Pride.

coholic drinks, and a color TV raffle.
“I've never had such a good time in
my life!” said Helen, who staffed an in-
formation table for the transgender
groups Washington/Baltimore Alliance
and the Transgender Educational Associ-
ation. “I've been made to feel very wel-
come. A little 6-year-old came by and
wanted to know whether I’'m male or fe-
male. I said, ‘I'm a little bit of both.’ 1
said, “We may know how we start out,

but we don’t know how we end up’.”

The event cost GLIC about $10,000 to
produce, and though organizers by mid-
week had not finished tallying the re-
ceipts, Zloth said they likely made a prof-

ity

One in Ten ‘miscommunication’ angers Latinos

by Wendy Johnson

A “miscommunication” that led to heated exchanges
between members of the Latino Gay community and or-
ganizers of D.C.’s Lesbian and Gay Freedom Festival has
prompted festival organizers One in Ten to purchase ad-
vertising space in this week’s Blade to print an apology
letter.

Written by One in Ten President Lois Wesly, the letter
lon page 26 of this issue] alludes to “racist” actions,

management, said Martin Ornelas, acting executive direc-
tor of the National Latino/a Lesbian and Gay Organiza-
tion (LLEGO).

“There was a lack of regard for Gay and Lesbian Lati-
nos during the nomination process and in how they con-
tacted people for nominations,” said Ornelas, who attend-
ed the May 7 meeting. “If they tell someone they’re going
to be a marshal, then they should stick with that. They
added people later on, and that appeared like [they were]

“poor internal communications,” and a “lack of sensitivi-
ty” on the part of One in Ten, and refers to a mixup that
occurred in April, when festival co-chair Brent Beemer
provided the Blade with an incomplete list of honorary

parade marshals.

Latino Gays were outraged when they saw that the list,

adding for gaps.”

Tomas Gomez has since been added to the list of hon-
orary marshals, which also includes Letitia Gomez, Dee
Mosbacher, Susan Hester, Tom Swann, Ella Fitzgerald,
and Honorary Grand Marshal Candace Gingrich.

Orlando F. Reyes-Aponte, a member of Comite Car-

published in Blade on April 26, did not include Letitia
Gomez or Tomas Gomez. Both had been told by two dif-
ferent festival committee members that they would be
marshals, said Ruben Rivera, One in Ten board member.

“It was a mistake,” said Rivera. “At no time did we not
want to include the Latino community.”

- Information regarding the appointment of parade mar-
shals was not communicated clearly among board mem-
bers, Rivera said. The situation worsened May 3, when
the Blade reported that Letitia Gomez had been appointed
as an honorary parade marshal. Tomas Gomez was still
not mentioned 1n any of the literature which One in Ten
provided to the Blade.

“It was miscommunication,” said Rivera. “One board -
member went back to Letitia and said she would be a
marshal, and another one went back to Tomas.”

Rivera said this information was not effectively com-
municated to press liaison Beemer. Beemer did not return
a Blade reporter’s phone call.

roza Latina, which designs a parade float on behalf of the
Gay Latino community each year, said most Latino Gays
are now satisfied and said that festival organizers have
agreed to plan a future event that will call attention to the
work of Latino Gays within the Gay community, and that
they will publicize future board openings.

“IOne in Ten] acknowledged their errors,” Reyes-
Aponte said. “We feel satisfied with the steps that they’ve
taken, especially in agreeing to put the apology letter in
the Blade.”

This incident marks the second time One in Ten has
come under fire while planning this year’s Lesbian and
Gay Freedom Festival. Bisexual and transgender activists
were outraged when festival organizers in March voted
not to add the words “bisexual and transgender” to the
festival name. As a result, the group Bicentrist Alliance
has decided to host a competing “Diversity Pride” picnic
in Rock Creek Park on June 9 — the day of the Freedom
Parade and Festival. ¥ -
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One in Ten Presndent Lms Wesly blamed the misun-
derstanding to ‘poor internal communications.”

“It looked really bad,” said Lois Wesly. “Somebody
told [Tomas Gomez] that he was confirmed as a marshal
when they didn’t have the authority to do that.”

Board members for One in Ten swiftly apologized to
Tomas Gomez and explained that Letitia Gomez had ac-
tually been chosen to be an honorary marshal.

This infuriated Latino Gays, however, who viewed it
as a sudden “change of mind” by One in Ten to nix
Tomas Gomez as a marshal. At a passionate May meet-
ing, Latino Gays accused festival organizers of s]oppy
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Edward D. Kabl, D.D.S.
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PETER GREENE, M.D.

Specializing in the treatment of diseases of the
hair, skin & nails,
and sexually transmitted diseases.

1712 "Bye’ Street, NW. 1647 Benning Road, NE #303
Suite 400 202-399-8135
Providence Hospital 525 School Street, SW
Famagut West Metro 202-529-1961 (near L'Enfant Plaza)

202-479-2800

* Hours by Appointment °
Saturday Appointments Available

(202) 3339322
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COUNSELING & PSYCHOTHERAPY
INDIVIDUALS & COUPLES

Richard Snodgrass

COUPLES THERAPY

Thomas P. Phillips, PhD, RN, CS

Member, Academy of Certified Social Workers Psychotherapist
1616 18th St., NW, #213, DC & Burtonsville, MD
202-232-6709 or 301-890-3212
Evenings & Saturdays. Variable Fee Structure. Near (301)649-4143
Depression, , Comi : , Work, -
= = m o l&g h::t L‘;:vnm - Wheaton Plaza Evening Hours
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Elder Law and Disability Law
incl. HIV/AIDS

* Financial Planning * Guardianship
* laxes ® Wills & Trusts ® Probate

(301) 589-8816

7315 Wisconsin Avenue, Bethesda, Maryland

Vincent A. Thomy, Ph.D.

CLINICALPSYCHOLOGIST

Psychotherapy with Individuals & Couples
Neuropsychological Evaluation
3000 Conn. Ave., NW ¢ Woodley Park Metro

202-667-24T1
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‘MINDY A. DANIELS, ESQ.

ATTORNEY AT LAW
Serving thc community 12 years

(703) 425-8842
BARBARA DOMINIC

SPECIALIZING IN:
ACSW 8 LCSW * Jraffic Offenses * Personal Injury
Individual, Couples a e DUI/DWI e Medical Malpractice
Group Psychothera » Criminal/Civil, Aopeal = Wills/Power of Attorney

319 Lee Highway

Telephone: (202) 973-2854
Arlington Va. 22207

2300 M Street N.W. Suite 800
Washington, D.C. 20037
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Law Offices of l

"MADDOX & SHELTON

General Practice of Law
Including Real Estate Services

1335 Rockville Pike, Suite 255 / Rockvile, Maryland 20852
301/738-9494
(Ask for Bob Moddox)

Seacheig b Mordons sad the Disiict of Colmig

Serving our community's
Real Estate needs

(202) 362-5800

e-mail: Keithbburn@aol.com

LAWRENCE S. JACOB

Attérney at Law
sislsislsislsi=li=lnls

Solving Business Problems

Since 1974
GayLaw and PEN Member

110 N. Washington St. 7799 Leesburg Pk.
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Rockville, Md. Falls Church, Va.
(301) 738-7675 (703) 536-0220

CALVIN STEINMETZ
© ATTORNEY AT LAW

DWI - Criminal - Personal Injury
Civil Litigation - AIDS - Park Arrests
Wills - Bankruptcy - Landlord/Tenant

(202) 861-0077

2141 P. St., NW, #103 » Washington, DC 20037
4041 University Dr., #301 e Fairfax, VA 22030

Attorney at Law
Serving our community for 16 years

(202) 986-5300
1229 15th St., NW (at Mass. Ave)
email: RonBogard@aol.com
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Lois Wesly
President

Chris Long

Vice President
Anne Dougherty
Secretary

Frank E. Gainer
Treasurer

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

Brent Beemer
Keith Clark
Anne Dougherty
Michael Geary
Matthew Goedecke
Dane Grams
Emest Hopkins
Chris Long
Rubin Rivera, Jr.
Scott Sanders
Lois Wesly

EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR

Kevin Reynolds

1555 Connecticut Avenue. NW
Suite 200

Washington. DC 20036
Phone 202.986.1119

Fax 202.462.9043

e-mail one.in.ten@glib.org

ONE IN TEN

To the Community:

The actions of several Festival Planning Committee members, as related
to the selection of Latino/a parade marshals, were brought to my
attention recently. While their intentions were sincere, their actions
reflected poor internal communications and a lack of sensitivity for the
feelings of the individuals affected by them. Moreover, these actions
appeared to be racist. This is unacceptable.

One In Ten wants to make it clear that such behavior will not be
tolerated. One In Ten is working with the Comite Carroza Latina to
make amends and to ensure that communication is clear and open
between the Latino/a community and One in Ten.

It is with pride that we announce that Tomas Gomez, along with Letitia
Gomez, will be one of the Honorary Marshals of the Freedom Parade on
Sunday, June 9. Through his work as an HIV/AIDS activist and his
leadership in the Gay and Lesbian community, Mr. Gomez has earned
this position of honor.

As always, One In Ten wants to hear from all members of the
community. Diverse voices make the Lesbian & Gay Freedom Festival
and Reel Affirmations Film Festival stronger.

Sincere)y,

Lois Wesly
President

: 1996 LESBIAN & GAY FREEDOM FESTIVAL V JUNE2 -9

REEL ATFIRMATIONS 6. DC'S 6TH ANNUAL CELE3RATION OF GAY & LESBIAN FIims ¥ OCTOBER 10 - 20
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